
Department of Energy 
Mkshinntm, PC 20585 

October 10,2001 

Mr- C. Stephen Allred, Director 
rdaho Departmmt of Environmen Qualiry 
1410 NorthHiltan 
Boise,Idaho 83706 

I am pleased to report that the combined Idaho DcpPbmtnt of I 3 n - d  
Quality cu)EQ)/ Ilvironmcllltal h b t i o n  Agency (EPA)LCkpamncnt of Tl3uz-g~ 
(DOE) negotiating team for the Pit 9 &Sp\rtt successfully develapai three 
enforceable milestones. The t e l e u m f i i  rnccting, held October 3,2001, 

in the following proposed doxceable milestones for tba Glavbbox 
Excavator concept: 

1) Complete project dcsiga by botober 3 1,2002. 
2) Start constmctian by Novombu 30,2002. 
3) Establish, by July 19,2002, an enf'orceable schedule to replace the 

targzt dates as discussed below. 

The target dam, whi& may change as dttrri~ed design and analyses arc 
completed., are a6 follows: 

1) Begin ovecburden excavation circa November 2003. 
2) Complete waste rCtrieval circa April 2004. 

DOE would commit to establishing firm, enfbrceable dates fbr tJaese two activities 
by July 19,2002. 

Tbe parties agreed that DOE, EPA, lDEQ and Bechtel BWXT Idaho, U C  would 
hold Weekly carifixum c;alle w h  Thursday at 8:30 a.m. (MounCain Time) 
startingoctobtr 11,2001,to~~~es~~ofrhascaadoth~activities 
relating. tn Pit 9. Thwe conf'cccllco calk would not bc deemed to be design 
reviews under theFadesal Facility AgrecmcnVCoascnt Order (FFNCO). 



2 

It was dso ag#dthatthe EPA andlDEQ ~ddpart i c ipk  in two design 
reviews. Thc first would be a concept& design review at the Critical Decision-1 

Enghahg and Envimnmmtd L a b w r y  and provide comments in 10 days or 
less. DOEwiU provide a date (not an & d l e  deadine date) for tbe €33-1 
review. The secund design review would be the "Draft Final" Rcmdial 
Design/Runedial Action Work Plan. 

(CD-1) p ~ b t .  EPA & DEQ Will tbe r c V i ~ W  a tbe Idaho N d d  

In light o f  these agreemats reached by tht negotiating team, I have instiuctad 
Mr. Warren Berd.rolz, DOE Idaho Operations Office. to provide to yay andthe 
EPA Reg.i@ Administrator, p d i s e  hguagc to resolve the disputt within the 
coptext of the FFNCO. Youwill d v e  h pmposed language today, 
October 10,2001. I rqutst  that the State and EPA formally approve the revised 
laqguage by October 12,200l- Ifthat is not possible, DOE will submit a rcqw 
ta elevate the dispute in accordance wifh paragraph 9.2 (f) ofthe FFAICO in o a k  
to protect its rights. DOE is committed to canthue to work with you and EPA to 
resolve this dispute even though it may have been elerared after October 12. 

I am encouragedthat a l l  of thc parries me thoroughly engaged in devdoping L 
solid and effective gp~roach to the Pit 9 retrieval demmmtian. We appr&ae 
them- 've work of your M. 

Sincerely, 

cc: 
Ms. Ann W-n, EPA Region 10 
Mr, Orville Green, IDEQ 

Dr. Bill Shipp, BBW 
Mr. W m  Btrghofi, DOE-IP 


